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International Joke

Feu International Joke

“." Nareema Saengwiman Sasithida Saraiwang (B tds
An Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman were taking part in a survey about tea
-drinking habits.

I always stir my tea with my left hand,' said The Englishman.

I always stir my tea with my right hand,' said The Scotsman.

How about you?' the Irishman was asked.

‘Oh me?' said the Irishman, 'l always use a spoon."'
H-a B 288538 8238

Do you know how an Irish Potato. (& By becoming “French Fries!”
can change his nationality? '
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What A Girl Wants For Christmas!

The Santa Claus at the shopping mall was very surprised when a Emily, young lady aged
about 20 years old walked up and sat on his lap. Now, we all know that Santa doesn't usually take
requests from adults, but she smiled very nicely at him, so he asked her, 'What do you want for
Christmas?"

'Something for my mother, please,' replied Emily sweetly.

'Something for your mother? Well, that's very loving and thoughtful of
you,' smiled Santa. 'What do would you like me to bring her?'

Without turning a hair Emily answered quickly, 'A son-in-law.'
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International Festivity Impression

A Thai Festival for Fun
in December

Wiwat Jaithiang

St was a bit surprise to me again some few weeks ago when a junior colleague of mine
needed help on an article to be published in this LC Newsletter. It should be about any festival held
in Thailand and up to my experience in which there is fun for those who visit the festival or, literally
speaking, pai thiaw in Thai and have fun (sanuk). However, | am not a professional tourist who has
traveled to many tourist attractions nationwide till | am supposed to be a guru on Thai tourism. |
merely am an amateur one who has been to some interesting festivals for fun, amusement and
relaxation. ! k

| think our readers should be told about a festival regularly held
in December in a province not too far from Nakhon Pathom, as for
some others please visit this informative website: http://
www.thailandgrandfestival.com/festival-index.asp?
sMonth=December&yr=2009 in which you can see the three festivals
held in Kanchanaburi, Khon Kaen and Nakhon Ratchasima on the first
page. | have never visited the Silk and Phuk Seow Festival or The
International Balloon Festival, therefore, | would introduce you to the
River Kwai Week to be held from November 24 to December 5 this
year. In fact, there is no festival there but the Week has long been held
as the anniversary fair in memoriam of those Allied prisoners-of-war
forced to build the notorious railway and the Bridge during World War |l from Thailand to Burma.
[Please note: Kwai is pronounced /kwae/, not /kwai/]

Once you are in the fair grounds of the Week, you can
see many kinds of shops selling innumerable things till you
may think you should have the whole nights or days for your
shopping only. If you are bored of life, so to speak, you
simply visit there just once, you would be enlivened by vari-
ous kinds of food, drinks and people of all ages who got
dressed in their casual, handsome and beautiful clothes for
such a bit cold weather there. One of the highlights you
must not miss is “a spectacular light and sound presentation
re-enacting the bridge's World War Il legacy”. | still remember watching the exciting presentation
and hearing the exceptional, sensational English announcements by a Thai lady years ago. Her spo-
ken English was unique and second to none. In case you need more information for your visit,

Tourism Authority of Thailand, Kanchanaburi Office
Tel: +66 (0) 3451 1200, (0) 3451 2500

Fax: +66 (0) 3451 1200

E-mail: tatkan@tat.or.th

Be happy, relax and have a good time there.



International Festivity Impression

More Tales from the Leach Pond ﬁ

Hello there, it’s me again the inveterate scribe from that sleepy hollow know locally as the
‘Leach Pond'. 8 .

Celebrations in the West are, generally
religion based. So, | thought I'd write about a
little remembered but none-the-less important
day celebrated in England that has it’s origins in
the early days of Roman Catholic Europe; that of .
Shrove Tuesday. Many of the old words ’
connected with this event have passed into §
modern English.

Everyone knows Christmas with all the
gifts and brightly coloured trees. I'll bet, however, fewer readers know about Easter or for that
matter when it is°. Still fewer could tell me what Lent is and I’ll warrant you’re in the dark if | men-
tion Ash Wednesday or Shrove Tuesday. Children in England, though, do know about this day
partly because as children we could go home from school early. When my family moved from the
city to a village we were even allowed to go home at lunchtime. Why? Shrove Tuesday or
“Pancake Day” for me was a time to eat pancakes, have fun in the village with a pancake race,
later go to church to pray, eat even more pancakes and the next day boast to your friends about
how many you’d eaten. In reality divide the number quoted by five, add on two and square root it
and that was more likely to be the number eaten.

During Lent Christians were meant to “fast”, that is to say eat only plain food. At the end
of Lent Christians then remember the death of Jesus Christ on Good Friday and his resurrection on
Easter Sunday. In past times pagan Saxons had welcomed in the spring with a festival to Eaostre a
pagan Goddess. Once Britain became Christian Lent, the forty-six day period just prior to Easter
Sunday then started on Ash Wednesday. The day before this became known as “Shrove Tuesday”
or “Fat Tuesdayb a day when careful medieval housewives used up their stores of rich foods such
as eggs and fats in the larder because they were not allowed to use them during the Lenten fast.
Since pancakes (Pan + Cake) are a tasty and easy way of using up fat, the day became known as
“Pancake Day”.

The pancake has a very long history and is seen in cookery books as long ago as 1439. The
tradition of tossing or flipping them is almost as old: “And every man
95 « - | and maide doe take their turne, and _
“-! tosse their Pancakes up for feare they

" burne.”® A traditional English pancake is §

g/ ey a very thin flat cake, made of batter and
'_4‘/ fried in a frying pan. It is served hot

immediately. Take it from me a cold

pancake is “Yuk!!”

?If anybody wants to know I'll explain it to you.

®You might be familiar with the French word Mardi Gras (French for "Fat Tuesday") and is a celebration, sometimes called
"Carnival," and practiced around the world, on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday.

¢(Pasquil's Palin, 1619) this is not spelled wrong it is Middle English: “and every man and woman takes turn to toss their
pancakes because they are afraid they might burn”

10



International Festivity Impression

Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day is usually celebrated in February and was a time when
Anglo-Saxon Christians were "shriven"®. They confessed their sins, were promised God's
forgiveness and given spiritual advice. In medieval times shriving was carried out by a clergyman,
priest or sometimes a pardoner®. Today shriven is seen in the saying "short shrift", which is to pay
very little attention to their excuses or problems. Another expression rarely heard today is, "to give
them short shrift and a long rope," which means to hang a criminal with a minimum of delay.

A bell (usually a Church Bell) would be rung to call people to this confession and this came
to be called the “Pancake Bell”, which is still rung today. Indeed | can remember this because when
a young boy | was a church bell ringer.

Today many villages and towns across England celebrate
Pancake Day with a pancake race which is done for fun and often raises
money for a good cause. It is better than watching a football match. The |
contestants, usually women (or men dressed as women), run along
special courses with a real pancake in a frying pan. It is not unusual to
win a prize with points given for speed, number and height of the toss
and number of times the pancake turns over. There are of course
penalties for dropping the pancake. Contestants try to cheat and do all
kinds of silly things that make the crowd laugh.

There is no certainty how these races began but one story tells
how in 1445 a woman in Olney in Buckinghamshire lost track of the time on Shrove Tuesday and
was busy cooking pancakes in her kitchen. Suddenly she heard the church bell ringing to call the
faithful to church for confession. The woman raced out of her house and ran all the way to church;
still holding her frying pan and wearing her apron. Today Olney is the most famous pancake race
and even traffic stops while the competitors make their 415 yard (metre) dash down the course.

So, from religion to fun in one giant step and perhaps a fattening pancake or two I'll see
you all again sometime. Happy eating one and all.

dShrove is the past tense of shrive.
¢a medieval cleric who raised money for the church (and sometimes for themselves) by selling papal indulgences
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Philippine Fiesta

It is possible to fill all the dates in the calendar
with different Philippine festival or fiesta! This is
because almost every day there is at least one place
in the Philippines which celebrates it. Most of these
are in honor of saints and some are cultural
Here

practices which Filipinos celebrate in streets.
are some famous fiestas in the Philippines:

The Sinulog Festival
Pit Sefior! Viva Sto. Nino!

These words echo in the =
major streets of Cebu City every |
third Sunday of January as
people celebrate the Sinulog
festival. “Pit” means to call on, to
awaken or request for assistance,
“Sefior” is a title of respect for the
“Santo Nifio”- the Spanish term for the Holy Child
Jesus and “Viva” means applause. These words
express their appreciation and celebration to the
city’s patron “Senor Santo Nifio”. This
hundred-year-old festival commemorates the
Cebuanos’ conversion to Christianity from the Pagan
and Islamic roots.

The feast lasts for nine days and before the
grand day, a fluvial procession is held with the
Sto. Nifo carried by decorated motorboats. Devo-
tees’ yells and ships’ loudhailer boost the festive
mood and fireworks add colors to the celebration as
well as the showering flower petals from the Air
Force and private planes hovering above the fleet.
The final station of the procession is at the Basilica
del Santo Nifio—Holy Child Jesus Cathedral—where
the Cebuanos’ christening is re-enacted.

A grand mass is held at the beginning of the
culmination followed by the grand parade wherein
participants are dressed up with enchanting
costumes; thus it is compared to the Mardi Gras of
South America. People dancing with the two-steps-
forward and one step backward moves accompanied
by the beat of drums highlights the street parade.
The distinctive move signifies the meaning of
“Sinulog” which is like the “water current
movement”. The dance-payer is coordinated to the
rhythm of drums and yells of “Pit Sefior”.

International Festivity Impression

Arlene De Castro Bobadilla

Moriones Festival

Christians have different ways to remember the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ during Holy
Week. In the Philippines, Catholics have a unique
custom of “pabasa” or the recitation of Christ’s
passion in verse. At three o’clock on Good Friday the
Santo Sepulcro (Holy Tomb) is observed in which
women exchange verses from the Bible in front of
the dead Christ image. “Via Crucis” or play of Jesus
Christ’s path of suffering is also performed. In some
parts of the Philippines especially in Marinduque,
some men impose suffering to themselves by
whipping their backs, carrying wooden cross and
even participating in an actual crucifixion. They
believe that these are acts of repentance of sins.

Another highlight of Marinduque which made
them the Lenten Capital of the Philippines is their
annual festival known as Moriones. The name
“Moriones” is from the Spanish term “morion” which
means mask or helmet. Moriones are women or men
wearing Roman helmet and costumes copying the
biblical Roman soldiers. They try to get the
attention of people by their tricks, surprises and even
scaring the children. They march around the town for
seven days, re-enacting the search for Longinus, a
Roman army who was blind on one eye. He is one of
the centurions who pierced the side of Jesus Christ
and a blood spurted from Jesus Christ made him see
again. This miracle caused him and the other
centurions to convert to Christianity. The height of
the re-enactment is when Longinus is caught and

beheaded.

Throughout the vyears, Philippine fiesta has
served more than just religious and cultural practices.
It has become an opportunity for the community to
be united and celebrate life and happiness.

References: www.sinulog.ph
www.wikipedia.com
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Learn English Online

Learn English Online -
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Longman

e

Dave Sperling presents the One and Only
]
Dave's ESL Cafe

d the Worldl

ManyThings

EnglishClub.com

B|B[C]

Poetry Archive
www.poetrya rchive.org

it

CARTOONIVERSE

Longman Online Dictionary
http://www.ldoceonline.com/

Merriam-Webster Online
http://www.m-w.com/

Dave's ESL Cafe (resources for ESL teachers/students)
http://www.eslcafe.com

Interesting Things of ESL Students
http://www.manythings.org

English Club—Learn English, Teach English
http://www.englishclub.com

BBC International Radio
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio

The Academy of American Poets
http://www.poets.org

Poetry Archive
http://www.poetryarchive.org

English Resource: the free resource website
http://www.newi.ac.uk/englishresources

The World of Cartoon website in English version
http://www.cartooniverse.co.uk/

Reading the Bangkok Post News
http://www.readbangkokpost.com/
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034-261-058

Tnsewsi/Insans:

Contributors

Asst. Prof. Wiwat JaiThiang

M.Ed. (Curriculum Development),
Chulalongkorn University

Mr. David Brown

B.A. (Technology), B.Sc (Hons.) Technology,
the Open University

Pg. Dip (Distinction), Imperial College London
Ms. Arlene De Castro Bobadilla
B.E.Ed — Cumlaude. (Concentrated in Mathematics),

Certificate in Reading, Philippine Normal University,
Manila

Ms. Maki Nakamichi

B.Ed. (Linguistics Portugese),
Kyoto University of Foreign Language Studies

Ms. Inteera Patcha

M.Ed. (Teaching English as a Second Language),
Silapakorn University

Ms. Nareema Sangwiman

M.A. (Comparative Literature),
Chulalongkorn University

Ms. Orranuch Aegpongpaow
M.A. (English), Srinakharinwirot University
Ms. Ruja Sukpat

ML.A. (Language and Culture for Communication and
Development), Mahidol University

Ms. Sasithida Saraiwang

M.A. (English), Naresuan University
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International Day»&. Christmas Festival { &
December 24th - 25th 2003

e
At the Language Center, Computer Center, and Hall Building, Gd FI1.
Organized by: the Language Center and English Program

7101 Highlight Activities:
News

Pon’t miss itlll

[hii# Learn and exchange cultural differences

between countries -- Australia, China,

Starts at a.oo a.m.

England, Japan, Thailand, the Philippines,
United States of America, and Vietham;

gl Watch the performances from various
countries and listen to great sweet
international songs;

mail  Watch the demonstrations of international
cooking and buy delicious food;

i 1ry to practice self-English learning by using
modern ELLS and Discovery multimedia
programs;

0 Expand your chance to work in foreign
countries with Work & Travel;

i View the beautiful sites from Western and

Eastern regions;

gnign  Listen to Christmas Carols and watch the

shows performed by English majors;

i Play fantastic games and draw lotteries for

big surprise rewards;

¥ and etc.

16
For more information, please ask language Center



International Day
24 December 2009

Opening Ceremony

e a.30 Shows by 50713 English majors
10.00 Culkural shows from g countries
—  Avstralia - China
- England - Japan
- the Philippines - Thaltland
- USA - Vietnam
11.00 Sweetest International Songs

Y YRy Ve YEYVEYVEFYEY VT

J”@; Christmas Day
2 25 December 2009

8.30 Registration
Q.00 Opening Ceremony

TOEIC Training Programme Certificate Presentation Ceremony

a.30 Christmas Carols by thel™ year English majors
a.40 Christmas Shows by 5013 English majors

10.00 English singing Contest

10.30 Dancing Show from the 2" year English majors
11.45 Santa ~ Santy Contest (Global Warming Theme)
12.00 Big surprise Lucky drans
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