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"An educational system isn't worth a great deal if it teaches young people how to make a
living but doesn't teach them how to make a life." — Anonymous
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INTRODUCING NEW TEACHERS i

Orranuch Aegpongpaow ! _,

I would like you to meet our new teachers. Most teach English but one teaches Japanese.
They are all very nice and kind and we hope you like them as much as we do. Here are their
ideas about working in NPRU so please read and enjoy.

Teaching at NPRU is an enjoyable experience. It is ideally situated
between the mountains of Kanchanaburi and the metropolis of Bangkok. All
the staff I have encountered have a friendly and helpful attitude toward the
day to day running of timetables and events. The atmosphere is responsive
and progressive. — Keith Winters

I'll start by saying I really appreciate being given the opportunity to .
work at this fine establishment and am happy and proud to be a part of this
team of educators who impress with their dedication, hard work and - e
congeniality. You can find yourself getting lost and bewildered by what is A m
the right way to do things but everyone is so helpful and friendly. The \Y
classrooms are fine and there is an abundance of information in the library ‘ h _
and English Program Room. —James J. Keating

I began to teach Japanese here on July 8. It is interesting to teach here
so thanks for inviting me and I am making efforts to give you the chance to
learn. I feel that most of the Tourism and English students are not interest in
Japanese but studying is important to get jobs in Japanese companies. The
lack of interest may be because you only get three hours a week, and I wish
you had two hours a day to study Japanese and become more interested in it.
— Junko Nishimori

I graduated from NPRU and now feel very proud to be back as a teacher
here. I returned to develop and strengthen local communities for our university
through application of the “Sufficiency Economic System” in education. —
Waranya Preedatawat

I am really glad to work at NPRU. My colleagues are nice and
friendly. I would like to say special thanks to all the examination committees
that gave me the opportunity to work here. Thank you very much from the
/ i depth of my heart. —Lakmunin Surakai

I'm glad to be a teacher and to work here. I love all of my colleagues
who are very kind and friendly. I also love my naughty and lovely students.
They teach me to be a good teacher. Because of them, my teaching is not
boring anymore. —Jantra Prompan

Hello, there. I'm Nupong Phusri. I'm happy to teach here. My colleagues are
very nice and my students are lovely. I love all of them.

b
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A L0’$ d‘m’mf Book Review

My book Holds Many stories

My book holds many stories, wrapped tightly in itself,
And yet it never makes a noise but waits upon my shelf
Until | come and take it; then soon my book and |
Are sailing on a fairy sea or floating in the sky.

—Annette Wyanne
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Briefing on Japan’s Universities and their Environment

Junko Nishimori M

The original form of the Japanese university dates back to the 7th
century. However, the present university system of Japan can be €ex-
plained by referring to the education policy and the change of edu-
cation system which Japan has experienced since the era of Ja-
pan’s modernisation.

After the long Tokugawa Era, that lasted over 260 years, came
the Meiji Era (1868-1912). This is considered to be the start of Japan’s
modernisation. At the beginning the Meiji government had an urgent
mission to catch up with the great powers of the Western World and to

realise this modernisation by developing talented personnel to lead the
nation. So, the university was initially found by the Meiji government for the interest of the
nation with attempts to train the nation’s elites in various fields for the development of modern

Japan.

The next phase of development in the university system of Japan,
taking over more than half a century, was to redesign and expand the
educational system for a wider range of educational purposes in the form
of municipal or private universities. This university system was to
continue until the end of World War II.

After the War, during the time of the occupation of Japan by the US

army, not only the social system but also the education system was
drastically changed and transformed into a new one with the introduction of democracy. In a
series of post war revolutions the various advanced educational institutes were unified into the
present university system based on the 6-3-3-4 educations system. This has continued until
today with various contradictions and issues surfacing.

In Japan, there is a generation called “Dankai.”
This term is used to describe those Japanese people
born between 1947 and1949; the same as Baby Boomer
in the USA. High school students were forced to sit at
desks for long periods of time each day but they did not
spare any effort because they believed that their bright
future was guaranteed by graduating from a top
university. When the Dankai people went up to

university, competition among them was so great to
enter the universities of their choice and during those times, not only top universities but
universities at all levels could take on a lot of students without any effort. The university
education in those times was known as called the Era of Mass-Pro-Education. However, it is now
evident that the era of enthusiasm for education is over.

Japanese people and educators are now being asked; what was the purpose of education?
Furthermore, in the midst of the ongoing privatisation of universities based on the logics of
administrative reforms of society the educators are being asked, “Are the universities for nations

or people”? &%

Syt
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UP a Famous University in the Philippines

Imelda A. Aniano ﬂ

Although the Philippines has many universities to choose from; such as,
Ateneo de Manila, University of San Carlos, University of Santo Tomas and Far
Eastern University the University of the Philippines (UP), Unibersidad ng
Pilipinas in Filipino, is the best. Founded in 1908 UP is also referred to as The
National University of the Philippines.

Offering 246 undergraduate and 362 graduate degree programmes, more than
any other university in the country, both the poor but talented and the rich or famous aspire to
enter it. UP is considered to produces national scholars who later occupy important and
diplomatic positions in business, industry, and politics, even the helm of the national
government. Several Philippine presidents have graduated from UP. Presently, the UP
comprises seven constituent universities located in 12 nationwide campuses and 1 Open
University; the main campus being at Diliman, Quezon City. It has more National Centers of
Excellence and Development among higher education institutions in the countryand is
affiliated with the ASEAN University Network, the ASEAN-European University and the
Association of Pacific Rim Universities. The University
has 4,135 faculties, trained locally and abroad with 75%
having graduate degrees.

The prestigious Ramon Magsaysay Awards, often
considered Asia’s Nobel Prize, aim to encourage his
example of integrity in government, courageous service

to the people and pragmatic idealism within a
democratic society. UP is one of only three Asian schools to have received institutional
recognition in these awards.

Partly subsidized by the Philippine government, students and graduates of the university
are referred to as "[Mga] Iskolar ng Bayan" ("Scholars of the Nation") making admission to the
University extremely competitive. Selection is based on the high school grades of the applicant
irrespective of sex, religious belief and political affiliation. However, part of the admission
requirements of the University of the Philippine System is also the University of the Philippines
College Admission Test (UPCAT) pronounced "oop-cat"; considered the most competitive college
entrance exam in the country. So, the high quality of the UP education, low tuition fees and
expectation of professional success after graduation have made entry into UP an attractive but
formidably competitive proposition for thousands of fresh young high school graduates and
their parents every year.

The Oblation, as seen in the picture, is based on the second stanza of

Jose Rizal’s-the National hero of the Philippines - “Mi Ultimo Adios”. (Jose
Rizal,) and is the symbol of UP.

The University uses unique academic regalia. Instead of the traditional

academic dress of cap, hood and gown, some constituent units prescribe the
Sablay. Maroon and Green are the official colours of UP.

Despite the Philippines many prestigious universities being an Alumni from UP is a great
life achievement of which you can be proud. Their motto is “honour and excellence”. So, if you
want to pursue graduate studies, I can recommend UP the most famous university in the

Philippines. &z 5 Avug
The Language Center flz UP a Famous University in the Philippines



You Know there are days!

David Brown

My first reaction was, “What?”. You know there are days of the week when I hate—yes
hatel—that word “homework”. Its fun doing my children’s homework, it’s even fun doing my
friend’s homework because it doesn’t really matter if I pass or fail. Um, but doing my own
homework of IQ=EQ+MQ well that ‘blows my socks off’. In fact I'd rather prove that other great
equation E= mc? or for that matter prove there are actually 11 dimensions.

Anyway, the theory more or less says that if you are going to be clever then you need a
bit of balance in your life and a good heart.

“Oh, great teacher, that’s easy; so, we can all go ‘ome, be good people, yuh know ‘elp
grandma and all that sort of thing, then I'll feels loike I'm a nice person an’ all. Then well, hey
presto I'll ger’ an IQ of 145 and join MENSA”.

Well yes and no, not quite. There is a catch. You see it hinges on the meaning of MQ.
“Well okay guv’? M is for moral and Q is quotient. That means a cross between being good and
hard mathematics.

Uh, uh here’s the catch—afraid so. You see who decides on what is moral? We can look
in half a dozen dictionaries and observe slight differences in meaning. A search on the Net will
give an equal number of complicated definitions. Culturally we can see that what seems good
in one society means nothing in another. Look at some societies who eat their dead relatives
yet others bury the body in a grave and mark it, returning each month or year to honour the
memory of the dead person. The case doesn’t just end there either, take Buddhists, Moslems
and Christians whose holly books all advocate against killing—but wars still rage around the
globe and civilians both carry and are prepared to use weapons. Bangkok has recently
witnessed such a paradox. And is it wrong to force people to do something that they feel
uncomfortable doing or maybe you can argue it is for the ‘common good’?

So, the question is what are the moral values that matter in this equation? Quite simply
there are a set of values which we should all agree with. These are things like being honest’,
telling the truth, doing good things, trying to help each other (yes go and help grandma—she’s
probably helped you enough). Oh and yes, if you put 100 percent of your daily effort into doing
good it is just possible you won’t then have enough time to feel sad, rejected or lonely because
you’ll be too busy. If in that “busyness” you are mindful of your business you will be rewarded
with intellectual blessings or put another way—

Quod erat demonstrandum

As Voltaire said in Candide (quoting Leibnitz):
“All is for the best in the best of all possible worlds” (&
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On Honor and Humility
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Some weeks ago, a colleague told me I had the honor of writing an article on morality to
be published in the forthcoming Language Center Newsletter for the first semester. Indeed, this
formidable topic is not easy to think out clearly, let alone to write for our students to read,
understand and apply in daily life. However, I had no choice but kept pondering once in a
while for some practical ideas so that I could suggest my advice related to one of the key

virtues in the twenty-first century.

On May 10, 2010, President Barack Obama introduced Solicitor General Elena Kagan
as the President’s nominee for Supreme Court Justice, the fourth female justice in U. S. history
(the 112th high court member), among those invited guests in the East Room of the White
House. After the President had ended his introduction, she politely thanked him and started
her speech by addressing the audience there, “I am honored and I am humbled by this
nomination and by the confidence you have shown in me.” Her mention on being ‘honored’ and
‘humbled’ has since impacted on those listeners as well as the viewers who later had the
opportunity to watch the program worldwide. Undoubtedly, the two key words she mentioned
have ultimately reflected her character and scholarship since they imply her morality
throughout her long, outstanding and prestigious career. Without one’s morality, being such a
distinguished and highly-acclaimed nominee is simply unthinkable. One of the reasons is that
one’s morality needs to be the foundation of one’s character and scholarship in which honor
and humility chiefly play a crucial role by shaping one’s life for his or her humane and
academic qualities as recognized from those exemplary models in any career. Only imagine, if
we lack honor, we cannot take pride in ourselves or our work itself. If we lack humility, we
cannot be serene enough to keep silent till the right time comes. What are the points or
arguments in favor of pundits whose character and scholarship have been marred by
immorality and vanity? Therefore, academically speaking, higher education institutions have
long admired and appreciated their honored and humbled students since these two key

qualities obviously signify and enhance their accomplished morality.

One cannot help wondering how to achieve such honor and humility. From my nearly two
score years of teaching career, honor derives from hard work accompanied by sensible
character and humility derives from noble scholarship accompanied by extensive reading.
Therefore, it is feasible for our good and great students in this university to work hard and see
to your character for your honor as well as to learn to be avid readers noble in your mind and
action for your humility like true scholars normally do. In brief, honor and humility resemble

the two moral aspects essentially crystallized into one’s own character and scholarship.
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