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“Let us move ahead

Hand in hand as one

Let the virtue stand

And face the challenges of time
Let us move ahead

Integrate as one

To an ASEAN community

Prosperity, peace and harmony”

Composed by Candra Darusman

Lyrics by Rizali Indrakesuma
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NPRU and ASEAN

Timothy Drew

ASEAN is becoming more and more a reality for both students and teachers. We must
make sure we are ready when the time comes. Our futures are becoming intertwined together
with those of other nations. And we must learn how we will be a a part of this new community.

Last semester, students interviewed to become part of a group to study English in
preparation for their trip to Malaysia. Many students came to the interviews. The students were
from many different faculties as well. They were a diverse group. At the end of the interview
period, two students from each faculty were chosen to study as part of this special project in
preparation for their trip to Malaysia.

The students studied for two months in their
free time after school. Two classes were set up and the
students studied diligently to prepare for their trip. At
the end of this time, the students were ready for their
trip to study English in Malaysia.

The students went to Malaysia to study English

for one month. They learned a lot about English in their

stay there. They also learned a lot about the culture of

a fellow member of ASEAN in their time there as well.

The students came back from their trip motivated and wanted to continue this journey
that they had begun. This led to the formation of the ASEAN club. The students are excited to
learn about the culture and activities of our neighbours in ASEAN. They are motivated and it is
an exciting time as the Language Center is guiding these students as they search for knowledge
and learn more about our neighbours.

The ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community has a vision of Southeast Asia bonded together as
partners in a strong community of caring societies aimed at the development of a regional
identity and the preservation of the region's cultural heritage. The Language Center at NPRU is a
part of this vision. And the ASEAN club is a wonderful opportunity for our students to prepare

for the future.
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Introduction and common pronunciation errors

Peter Palmer

Although | was born in Toronto, Canada, | moved to Australia at a young age. My parents
purchased a dairy farm and we lived in the picturesque Victorian countryside for many years.

| later attended the University of Melbourne, where | received my LL.B (Hons.) and became a

keen sportsman. After practicing as a lawyer for
some 12 years, | developed a passion for teaching
English and travelled extensively, teaching the
language in numerous countries. Whilst in Mexico
and Brazil for some 3 vyears, | also became
interested in Latin dance and subsequently helped
form a dance company in Australia. | also received
my pilot’s license whilst continuing to teach

English.

Both Asia and Europe beckoned and after experiencing many countries, | finally settled in
Thailand. During the past 10 years, | have taught English in this country to learners of all ages
and qualifications and prepared a TESOL course of study for aspiring teachers. | very much enjoy
the company of Thai people together with many aspects of Thai culture. Thai students are
respectful yet fun loving. They are always quick to smile and share in a joke but take their

dedication to religion and the King very seriously. When people are in

need, Thai students are prepared to lend a hand and this sense of
decency and compassion is a credit to their parents, teachers and the
country as a whole. The marked shyness exhibited by Thai students is
generally overcome in short order, only to be replaced by a cheerful

willingness to participate. | have witnessed a sometimes surprising

improvement with students, proving that they often only really need

the proper opportunity and encouragement.

Language Center NPRU Page | 12



Most experience problems as the English language requires the plural "s". The addition of
this consonant and practice in using same is often the subject of much amusement amongst
students but they eventually appreciate the necessity. Mispronunciation of words such as
"Excuse" regularly occurs due to lack of sufficient exposure to this plural in the past. Similarly,

a major pronunciation problem occurs with the use of contractions (actually elisions) such as
I'm" and "lI've" and students will many times place an inappropriate word stress in sentences. In
the common greeting "How are you?", the majority often stress the word "are" as opposed to
"'you". The sentences "I'm going to shop", "I'm going shopping" are of course acceptable as
opposed to "I'm going to shopping". The latter unfortunately enjoys much usage by Thai
students and the absence of articles "a" and "the" in conversation as well as inaccurate syntax
are also cause for concern. My major concern however, relates to the general lack of
knowledge in applying the past simple tense correctly, so | often focus upon this area during
initial stages. | find that with teaching language skills such as "Speaking", my job is really to

create conditions that enable the students to learn for themselves rather than to "lecture"

them and this approach tends to help overcome the initial "shyness" factor demonstrated by

many a Thai student.
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